Mr. Grove

Cat Dissection


Anatomy Physiology

Muscle Group 3

The dissection of the deeper muscles should be done on one side only, leaving the superficial muscles on the 2nd side intact. In order to expose the deeper muscles it is best to transect each of the superficial muscles. This is done by cutting them at right angles to the direction of the fibers at the central belly area. They are then folded back, or reflected, to their origins and insertions.

These muscles include: (you should make a check list for these muscles)

Deep Muscles -  Thorax and Shoulder, Ventral View

1. Serratus Ventralis

3. Rectus Abdominis

5. Teres Major

2. Scalenus


4. Subscapuaris

6. Teres Minor

Deep Muscles – Hind Limb, Medial View

1. Semimembranosus


5. Vastus Lateralis (part of quadriceps)

2. Semitendinosus



6. Vastus Medalis (part of quadriceps)

3. Biceps Femoris



7. Vastus Intermedius (part of quadriceps)

4. Rectus Femoris (part of quadriceps)

Deep Muscles – Thorax & Shoulder, Dorsal View

1. Supraspinatus


5. Rhomboideus Major

2. Infraspinatus


6. Rhomboideus Minor

3. Teres major


7. Rhomboideus Capitis

4. Teres minor

You would be wise to make a check list of these muscles. Even when we move on to another muscle group or even something completely different in the cat you should refer back to your check list and quiz yourself and lab partners. Constant review is the key to doing well on the cat practical. You will find that the cat practical is one of the most difficult tests in all of the life sciences, if not all sciences. This form of test is highly used at the university level – many a would be Doctor has been eliminated from a pre-med program for not being able to master this kind of an exam. Whenever you get ahead in the dissection, stop and quiz your lab team on what you have learned – do not waste time.

