Mr. Grove

Cat Dissection


Anatomy Physiology

Muscle Group 2

1. Muscle Group 2 is the superficial muscles of the hind limb, medial view, the superficial muscles of the neck, shoulder, and thorax, dorsal view, and the superficial muscles of the hips and thigh, dorsal view. This will end your dissection of the superficial muscles. The next muscle dissection will be the deep muscles.

2. These muscles include: (you should make a check list for these muscles)

3. Superficial Muscles – Hind Limb, Medial View:
4. Sartorius: A very large muscle occupying the anterior half of the thigh.

5. Gracilis: The second large superficial muscle covering the posterior half of the thigh.

The next muscles can barely be seen between the sartorius and the gracilis. Next week we will cut these two muscles and go deep and see these muscles more clearly.

6. Adductor Femoris

7. Adductor Longus

8. Pectineus

9. Iliopsoas

1. Gastrocnemius: The large muscle of the calf. Look for the Achilles tendon that connects the muscle to the heel of the foot.
2. Superficial Muscles – Neck, Shoulder, and Thorax, Dorsal View
3. Clavotrapezius: The most anterior of the three neck muscles. (note: the trapezius muscle group is one muscle in man but three in the cat)

4. Acromiotrapezius: The second muscle of the trapezius group.

5. Spinotrapezius: The third muscle of the group. It is broad, thin and triangular in shape.

6. Latissimus Dorsi: The remainder of the back of the cat is covered by this very large muscle. You first noted it in dissection 1.

7. Clavobrachialis: Part of the deltoid muscle group. This muscle was first seen in dissection 1. (note: the deltoid group is a single muscle in man but is three different muscles in the cat).

8. Acromiodeltoid: A short thick muscle extending from humerous to acromion process of scapula.

9. Spinodeltoid: The most posterior of the deltoid group. Look for a rectangular shape.

1. Triceps Brachii: This large muscle has three heads; Long Head: the largest; Lateral Head, and Medial Head.
2. Superficial Muscles – Hips and Thigh, Dorsal View
3. Tensor Fascia Lata: Large, fan shaped muscle connected to a tough white band of CT.

4. Gluteus Medius: Thick, short muscle almost completely covered by the TFL above.

5. Gluteus Maximus: Very small in the cat but in man makes up most of our butt.

6. Caudofemoralis: Lies posterior to the G. maximus. In man, it is part of the G. maximus.

7. Biceps Femoris: A large and powerful muscle covering much of the lateral surface of the thigh. In man this is the first muscle of the hamstring group.

8. Semitendinosus: Located medial to the Biceps Femoris.

9. Semimembranosus: A large muscle deep to the gracilis and medial to the semitendinosus.

10. You would be wise to make a check list of these muscles. Even when we move on to another muscle group or even something completely different in the cat you should refer back to your check list and quiz yourself and lab partners. Constant review is the key to doing well on the cat practical. You will find that the cat practical is one of the most difficult tests in all of the life sciences, if not all sciences. This form of test is highly used at the university level – many a would be Doctor has been eliminated from a pre-med program for not being able to master this kind of an exam. Whenever you get ahead in the dissection, stop and quiz your lab team on what you have learned – do not waste time.

